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CHAPTER X.
SYNTHETIC PRODUCTS.
THE subject of artificial or synthetic perfumes is of sur-
passing interest and importance to the practical perfumer as he
is constantly confronted with the consideration of synthetics,
new and old, and their usefulness and practical value as com-
pared with natural products. In particular, the saving of
expense made possible by their use is sufficient to warrant
their employment wherever possible. In order to comprehend
their real field of usefulness, it is first necessary to ascertain
where the line between natural and synthetic products should
be drawn.
By natural products we mean those which are directly drawn
from flowers, leaves, roots, herbs, fruits, etc., whether by ex-
pression, distillation, maceration, or extraction by volatile
solvents.
By what are known as synthetic products are meant those
products which are obtained from a natural base by chemical
treatment or by combination of one or more organic or inorganic
chemicals to produce the aromatic or odorous bodies. The
resulting combinations are more or less contaminated with im-
purities. These are removed by purification and it is on the
care and skill with which this purification is effected that the
quality and odor value, .of the synthetic depend.
It should be borne in mind that many of the synthetics are
made indirectly from vegetable bases, for example: Heliotropin
from oil of camphor, vanillin from oil of cloves, terpineol from oil
of turpentine, the artificial violets from oil of lemongrass. These
few instances of products so universally used should serve to